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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT May 8 & 9, 2021

WELCOME - SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - MOTHER'S DAY

OPENING HYMN Love in Christ Is Strong and Living | Christian Worship 490

C:

Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving -- May his will in us be done!

Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ's humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity.

Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend,;

Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life's end.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful, and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But
I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 1 and of the Holy Spirit.



C: Amen.
LORD HAVE MERCY

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy,
hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: (J)Lord, have mercy.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.

C: (J)Christ, have mercy.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: (J)Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care:

C: (J)Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD

C: (J)O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.

You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.

O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;
you made your Father known;

you washed us from our sins in your own blood.

You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!

O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those
things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our
petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:(J)) Amen.

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON Acts 11:19-26

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among

Jews. 2 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 2! The Lord’s hand was
with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.

2 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 22 When he
arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain
true to the Lord with all their hearts. ¢ He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a
great number of people were brought to the Lord.

% Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 2 and when he found him, he brought him to
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of
people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (NIV ®)
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Choir:  Refrain
Cong: Refrain

Choir:  Sing to the Lord a new song, For God has done wondrous deeds;
Whose right hand has won the vict'ry for us, God's holy arm.

Cong: Refrain

Choir:  The Lord has made salvation known, And justice revealed to all,
Remembering kindness and faithfulness to Israel.

Cong: Refrain

Choir:  All of the ends of earth have seen Salvation by our God.
Joyfully sing out all you lands, break forth in song.

Cong: Refrain

Choir:  Sing to the Lord with harp and song, With trumpet and with horn.
Sing in your joy before the king, the king, our Lord.

Cong: Refrain

SECOND LESSON 1 John 4:1-1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God, ®but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world. 3 They are from the world and therefore speak from the
viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. ¢ We are from God, and whoever knows
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

"Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love. ? This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. ©This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. ' Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. (NIV ®)
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:23
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Cantor: Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them.

C:Al-le-lu - ijal__ Al-le-lu - jal__ Al-le -lu - ia!

GOSPEL John 15:9-17

“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. '°If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’'s commands and remain in
his love. ' | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be

complete. 2 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. " Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one's life for one’s friends. *You are my friends if you do what |

command. "®| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known
to you. "®You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give

you. 7 This is my command: Love each other. (NIV ®)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: () Praise be to you, O Christ!

ANTHEM We Celebrate this Day | by Jeff Reeves
All school children

HYMN OF THE DAY This Is My Will | Christian Worship 497

This is my will, my one command, That love should dwell among you all.
This is my will, that you should love As | have shown that | love you.



"No greater love can any have Than that one die to save his friends.
You are my friends if you obey What | command that you should do.

"I call you now no longer slaves; No slave knows all the master does.
I call you friends, for all | hear My Father say, you hear from me.

"You chose not me, but | chose you, That you should go and bear much fruit.
| chose you out that you in me Should bear much fruit that will abide.

"All that you ask my Father dear For my name's sake you shall receive.
This is my will, my one command, That love should dwell in each, in all.

SERMON John 15:9-17

Stay in Love, Christ’'s Love

NICENE CREED

C:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING - Please deposit your offering in the box in the narthex.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD'’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

M: The Lord be with you.

C: (J)And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: (J)We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: (J)Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9

C: (J)Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and | will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”



Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (J))Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

C: (J)O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior | Christian Worship 492

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race,
You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead:
Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion; Bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling, By your silent hours of pain,

Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure; Stem our selfish greed for gain.

Bind us all as one together In your Church's sacred fold,

Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, Sad and joyful, young and old.

Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share.

Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care.

As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.

Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.



DISTRIBUTION HYMN Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness | Christian Worship 311

Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; Leave behind all gloom and sadness.
Come into the daylight's splendor; There with joy your praises render
Unto him whose grace unbounded Has this wondrous supper founded.
Though he reigns above most holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.

Hasten as a bride to meet him, And with loving rev'rence greet him,
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.

Open wide the gates before him, Saying, as you there adore him:
Grant, Lord, that | now receive you, That | nevermore will leave you.

He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure,

But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given.

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, Naught would buy the gifts here offered:
Christ's true body, for you riven, And his blood, for you once given.

Now | kneel before you lowly, Filled with joy most deep and holy,
As with trembling awe and wonder On your mighty work | ponder,
How by mystery surrounded, Depths that no one ever sounded.
None may dare to pierce unbidden Secrets that with you are hidden.

Human reason, though it ponders, Cannot fathom these great wonders,
That Christ's body must be boundless Since the souls it feeds are countless,
And that he his blood is giving With the wine we are receiving.

These great mysteries unsounded Are by God alone expounded.

Lord, by love and mercy driven, You have left your throne in heaven

On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,

To forgo all joy and gladness And to shed your blood in sadness.

By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, | praise you with thanksgiving.

Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor, Jesus, Friend of friends most tender,
Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring -

At your feet | cry, my Maker: Let me be a fit partaker

Of this blessed food from heaven For our good, your glory, given.

Jesus, Lord of life, | pray you, Let me gladly here obey you.
By your love | am invited; Be your love with love requited.



By this supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love's treasure.
Through the gift of grace you give me As your guest in heav'n receive me.

THANK THE LORD

C: (J)Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev'ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long
for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: (J))Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and t give you peace.

C: (J)Amen. Amen. Amen.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Service of Word and Sacrament. Kyrie, Song of Praise, Preface Tune: Kurt J. Eggert Sanctus, Agnus Dei Tune: David Schack.
© 1993, Northwestern Publishing House. Thank the Lord Tune: Richard Hillert. © 1978, Augsburg Fortress. . Psalm 98
Text and music: Psalm 98:1-6; David Haas, Marty Haugen Refrain adapt. By Diana Kodner © 1983, 1994, GIA
Publications, Inc. All above reprinted under Onelicense.net A-716426 Scripture quotations marked (NIV ®) are taken from
the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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work is dons, we'll walk by faith and not by sight.



