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INVOCATION

M: The grace of our Lord * Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and
abide with you all. Amen.

CONFESSION

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us fo love and serve him as his dear children.
But we have disobeyed him, and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have sinned against you

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away guilt.

ABSOLUTION

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord

Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength
to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, ow and forever. Amen.

LESSON: Genesis 50:15-21 (NIV)

15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge
against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him2" ¢ So they sent word to Joseph, saying,
“Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: | ask you to
forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please
forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph
wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they
said. '? But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? 2 You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 2! So
then, don’t be afraid. | will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly
to them.

VERSE OF THE DAY

The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
(Mark 10:45)

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 12:22-32 (NIV)

22Then Jesus said fo his disciples: “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or
about your body, what you will wear. 2 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24
Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them.
And how much more valuable you are than birds! 2> Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
your life2 2 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the reste 27 “*Consider how



the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. 2 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 2 And do not set
your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 3 For the pagan world runs after all such
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3! But seek his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom.

CW 429 WHAT GOD ORDAINS IS ALWAYS GOOD

1

What God ordains is always good; His will is just and holy.

As he directs my life for me, | follow meek and lowly.

My God indeed In ev'ry need

Knows well how he will shield me; To him, then, | will yield me.

What God ordains is always good; He never will deceive me.
He leads me in his righteous way And never will he leave me.
| take content What he has sent;

His hand that sends me sadness Will furn my tears to gladness.

What God ordains is always good; He is my friend and Father.
He will not let me suffer harm Though many storms may gather.
Now | may know Both joy and woe;

Some day | shall see clearly That he has loved me dearly.

What God ordains is always good. Though | the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness, | take it without shrinking.

For after grief God grants relief,

My heart with comfort filing And all my sorrow sfilling.

What God ordains is always good; This fruth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, | shall not be forsaken.
| fear no harm, For with his arm

He will embrace and shield me; So to my God | yield me.

SERMON TEXT: Romans 8:18-39 (NIV)

18| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us. ' For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 2 For the
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope 2! that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.

2 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. 2 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?2 25 But if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

2% |n the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 2 And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God.

2 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. 2 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. ¥ And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us2 32 He who
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously
give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who



justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns2 No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also inferceding for us. 3> Who shalll separate us from
the love of Christ2 Shall frouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?
36 As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For | am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, ¥ neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended info heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER

C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

CW 422 JESUS, LEAD US ON

1 Jesus, lead us on
Till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless
We will follow, calm and fearless.
Guide us by your hand
To our fatherland.

2 If the way be drear,
If the foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us,
For through many a woe
To our home we go.

When we seek relief

From a long-felt grief,

When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring;
Show us that bright shore

Where we weep no more.

Jesus, still lead on

Till our rest is won.

Heav'nly Leader, still direct us;
Still support, console, protect us
Till we safely stand

In our father-land.



