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WELCOME – REFORMATION SUNDAY 

OPENING HYMN                                                             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | Christian Worship 200 v. 1-3                            

A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon. 
He helps us free from every need that has us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe now means deadly woe. 
Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight. 
On earth is not his equal. 
 
With might of ours can naught be done; soon were our loss effected. 
But for us fights the valiant One whom God himself elected. 
You ask, “Who is this?”  Jesus Christ it is, 
The Almighty Lord.  And there's no other God. 
He holds the field forever. 
 
Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us,  
We tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpower us. 
This world’s prince may still scowl fierce as he will. 
He can harm us none. He’s judged, the deed is done, 
One little word can fell him.                                                              (Continue on p. 3 ) 

 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ † and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 
for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 
do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN                                        Jesus, Your Boundless Love to Me | Christian Worship 479 v. 1 
 Jesus, your boundless love to me No thought can reach, no tongue declare. 
 Dwell in my heart eternally, And reign without a rival there. 
 To you alone, dear Lord, I live; Myself to you, dear Lord, I give. 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church 
your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: (♪) Amen. 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he 
had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went 
to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days 
anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”  The 
king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  

 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May 
your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and 
the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be 
changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being 
brought to him. And he could not sleep.  
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to 
Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the 
mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 
before you, Your Majesty.” 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was 
lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.   (NIV ®) 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 46 

 
Choir: Refrain 

Cong: Refrain 

Choir: God, our strength and mighty fortress, God, our refuge day and night; 
God, whose promise is deliv’rance, God, whose law is truth and light: 
Though the earth with fear may tremble, None can shake God’s boundless might. 

Cong: Refrain 

Choir: In the city of the Holy, Rivers flow and streams run pure; 
Where you, Lord, abide in splendor, There your people dwell secure. 
In their hearts your love will flourish, Through the faith your word endures. 

Cong: Refrain 



Choir: Come, behold God’s matchless wonders, See the deeds of God’s own hand; 
Gifts beyond our expectations, Works too great to understand. 
Sound God’s might in songs of glory Sung to earth’s most distant land. 

Cong: Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                                Galatians 5:1-6  

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at 
all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who 
are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the 
Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.   (NIV ®) 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 8:31-32 

 
Cantor: If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free. 

 
              Please stand 

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 

 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He 
agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the morning he went out and 
saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the 
same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have 
you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, 
‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon 
came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But 
each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to 
you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last 
the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  (NIV ®) 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (♪) Praise be to you, O Christ!          
        Be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word | Christian Worship 203 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would seek to overthrow your Son And to destroy what he has done. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, For you are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend your Christendom that we May sing your praise eternally. 
 
O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth.  
Support us in our final strife, And lead us out of death to life. 

 

SERMON Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 

Blessed are they who hear the Word of God, and obey it! 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
OFFERING – Please deposit your offering in the offering box in the narthex. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER WITH EXPLANATION BY MARTIN LUTHER 
  
M:  Lord God, we thank you for the blessings we enjoy through the work of Martin Luther and the Lutheran 
Reformation.  Keep us ever faithful to the truths of the Bible, help us to live by them, and bless our efforts to share these 
precious truths with others.  Bless our ministry of nurture and outreach that we carry out together as a congregation and 
world-wide church body.  Forgive us for our failings, and empower us to be a powerful force within our communities and 
throughout the world through the home and world missions of the WELS.  Recommit us to our mission to proclaim the 
precious Gospel to every creature. (special prayers) 
  
M:  I now invite you to lift up your hearts to God and pray as Christ our Lord taught  us. 
  
C:        Our Father in heaven 
M:        With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we  

are His true children, so that we may pray to Him as boldly and confidently as dear children ask their dear father. 
  
C:         Hallowed be your name 
M:  God's name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this petition that we too may keep it holy. 
  
C:  Your kingdom come 
M:  God's kingdom certainly comes by itself even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also 

come to us. 
  
C:  Your will be done on earth as in heaven 



M:  God's good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be 
done among us also. 

  
C:  Give us today our daily bread. 
M:  God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to all the wicked, but we pray in this petition that He 

would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 
 
C:  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us 
M:  We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins or because of them deny our 

prayers; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we ask, neither have we deserved them, but we ask 
that He would give them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So 
we too will forgive from the heart and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

  
C: Lead us not into temptation. 
M:  God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, so that the 

devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us or lead us into false belief, despair, and other great and 
shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we pray that we may overcome and win the victory. 

 C:  But deliver us from evil 
M:       In conclusion we pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would deliver us from every evil that threatens 

body and soul, property and reputation, and finally when our last hour comes, grant us a blessed end and 
graciously take us from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

  
C:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
M:   We can be sure that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in heaven and are heard  

 by Him, for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Therefore we say, 
"Amen," "Yes, it shall be so." 

 

HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus | Christian Worship 474 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross!  
Lift high his royal banner; It must not suffer loss. 
From vict'ry unto vict'ry His army shall he lead 
Till ev'ry foe is vanquished And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The trumpet call obey; 
Forth to the mighty conflict In this his glorious day! 
Ye that are brave, now serve him Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you; Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer; 
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there. 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long; 
This day the noise of battle, The next, the victor's song. 
To him that overcometh A crown of life shall be; 
He with the King of glory Shall reign eternally. 
 



M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (♪) Amen. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:24–27 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: (♪) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | Christian Worship 200 v. 4 

The Word they still shall let remain nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit. 
And do what they will - hate, steal, hurt or kill - 
Though all may be gone, our victory is won; 
The kingdom's ours forever! 

 


