
A Prediction for 2021 

A Year Full of God’s Blessings! 

In his letter to the church of Philadelphia Jesus wrote, “I 
have placed before you an open door that no one can 
shut.”   

Revelation 3:8 

What is 2021 going to be like?  What can we expect? Some 
people are filled with anticipation and others with anxiety. 

How will our world change politically?  What about the 
economy?  What continuing impact will Covoid 19 have   
upon our lives?  What about our health, our job, our        
relationships?  There is a lot of uncertainty out there as we 
enter a new year. What a comfort to hear the promise of 
our Savior – “I have placed before you an open door that no 
one can shut.” 

As redeemed members of Christ’s kingdom, we are          
confident that Jesus will continue to bless us in this new 
year as he has done so faithfully in the past.  Nothing can 
separate us from his love, and nothing can prevent him from 
working his good plan for our lives, even in times of trouble.  
Through that open door Jesus will deliver physical blessings; 
our daily bread, and all that we need for our bodily welfare.  
Through that open door Jesus will also deliver rich spiritual 
blessings – forgiveness, peace, comfort and power for   
Christian living.  Our future is bright, because Jesus holds 
our future in his hands! 

We also enjoy an open door as a family of believers.         
Despite the challenges we face as a congregation, Jesus will 
bless  our ministry of nurture and outreach.  Christ will    
provide the resources we need to make the most of the 
ministry opportunities he sets before us.  Let us enter this 
new year then with confidence, relying on the strength    
Jesus provides us through his word and sacraments, and 
recommit ourselves to worship him with joy, grow spiritually 
throughout our lives, serve God and others in love, and 
share the good news of Jesus with the people of our       
community and world! 

Your Brother in Christ, Pastor Robert Hein 

Christmas Worship Services   

Christmas Eve Word and Song Services   
December 24th at 3:00 & 5:30 pm 

Due to Covid-19 concerns, our children’s service 
will only be available through our website as a pre-
recorded video.  (www.goodshepherdwels.org) 

(If you are able, please park across the street at 
Little Lambs to leave more spaces for the elderly 
and our guests.  Be careful not to park over the 
sidewalk on Decorah Ave.) 

  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
December 24th at 9:00 pm 

Enjoy Christmas with special singing, musical 
groups, and candlelight.  At the end of the service 
we put out all the lights except the Christmas tree, 
and sing “Silent Night” by candlelight as we each 
hold our own lit candles.  

Christmas Day Festival Services 
December 25th at 8:00 & 9:00 am 

(Please note the additional worship service at 8:00 
am this year.) 

New Year’s Eve Communion Worship 
December 31st at 6:30 pm. 

Thank God for his blessings in the old year and 
seek his guidance in the new! 

Our regular worship schedule remains in effect 
Saturday, December 26th at 4:00* & 5:00 pm and 
Sunday December 27th at 8:00 and 10:30 am.  As 
you come for special holiday worship services, 
make sure not to miss out on our regular worship 
opportunities.   

There will be no Sunday School or Bible Study De-
cember 27th.  *The 4:00 pm Saturday service has 
no congregational singing, and masks are required.  
A recording of our weekly services will also be 
available online. 
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Opportunities to Grow through the Word 

 SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES and SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:15 am  

New Bible Studies starting January 3rd .  

“Revelation, The Distance Triumph Song” The book of   
Revelation uses picture language to describe the end times 
in which we are living. We may deal with hardships, but in 
Christ, we win the victory. Come study this glorious vision of 
the future.   Led by Pastor Robert Hein in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Ecclesiastes:  The Search For Meaning  Solomon’s search 
for meaning in possessions and accomplishments, 
knowledge and pleasure came up empty despite his success 
at acquiring them.  His book speaks to the hunger of our age 
that looks for meaning and significance  “under the sun” 
and reminds us of how crucial it is that we remember that 
we “have been redeemed from the empty life handed down 
to us from our forefathers.” (1 Peter 1:18)  Led by Pastor 
John Paustian downstairs in the Commons area. 

Sunday School is held for children 3 through 7th grade.  
The Teen Bible Study for Grade 8 and up is held Sundays in 
the Fireside Room.  Topic – The Book of Revelation.    

Weekday Bible Studies 

New Bible Information Class—“Who is the LORD?” Monday 
nights at 7:00 pm, beginning January 4th. This course covers 
the key truths of Christianity, a refresher course for our 
members and an introduction to the God of the Bible for 
those looking for a church home.  This 13 session course 
serves as our adult membership class.  There is no cost or 
obligation to join.  To register, contact the church office at 
334-7881.  Led by Pastor John Paustian in the Fireside 
Room. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Class (from 9:00-10:00 am in 
church) Our topic is the life of Abraham.  Our Bible Class 
family will make you feel at home.  Led by Pastor Richard E. 
Lauersdorf.  Class resumes January 6th. 

Mom’s Bible Study - On Fridays from 8:00-9:00 am when 
school is in session in the Fellowship Hall .  Child care is   
provided in the Parents Room by moms through a child care 
exchange. Topic: The Chosen – A portrayal of Jesus’         
ministry.  Led by Marilyn Sievert.    

GriefShare provides help and encouragement after the 
death of a spouse, child, family member or friend.  Each 
meeting includes a discussion of workbook activities from 
the previous lesson and a new video followed by discussion.  
Sundays at 6:00 pm. The current session will finish on      
January 24.  We will begin gathering a new group for the 
next session early in the new year.  

Service & Fellowship Opportunities 

Little Lambs Christmas Program was taped and may 
be viewed online at our website anytime at 
www.goodshepherdwels.org. 

The Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School Choir will 
perform their concert at Good Shepherd Sunday    
January 31st at 8:00 and 10:30 am.  The Saturday ser-
vices at 4:00 and 5:00 pm will follow the normal    
worship format. 

Good Shepherd Marriage Enrichment Night will be 
held sometime this year, but not Valentine’s Day 
weekend as in the past.  We will wait until Covoid re-
stricitons ease.  Look for further details to come. 

Coming in January!  

Preschool/Kindergarten Open Houses 

Would you like to find out more about our Preschool 
and Kindergarten programs for next school year (2021
-2022)?  Come to our Open House Takeout Event to 
find out more!  Saturday, January 16th from 10:00-
11:30 am. 

Register online at www.goodshepherdwels.org/pkoh 
to receive a box full of goodies and information about 
our Kindergarten and Preschool program.  Call the 
school office at 334-7881 for more information.  Tell 
your unchurched friends and neighbors! Also ask 
about our Parental Choice program. 

Christmas Tree Take Down - Volunteers are needed 
to take down our church Christmas tree, Wednesday, 
January 6th at 10:00 am.  Contact Ron Kempf for 
more information.  Thanks to all our volunteers who 
have helped beautify our church for Christmas. 



 

Christmas flowers may be taken home following 
the 9:00 am Christmas Day service. 

Weather Updates   - Check out Fox News #6 for any 
Good Shepherd delays or cancellations.  These will 
also be posted on our webpage at 
www.goodshepherdwels.org. 

Thanks! - The faculty and staff of Good Shepherd 
thank you for your Christmas cards, gifts and words 
of encouragement during this Christmas season.  
God’s blessings to all of you in the New Year!  

Christmas card covers may be brought to the blue 
bin in the narthex for use for Prison Ministry.  We 
can also use old Meditations. 

Thanks to the many wonderful volunteers who 
helped make Christmas for Kids Takeout Event a 
wonderful success.  200  children from our church 
and community were registered.  They received a 
goodie bag filled with Bible story, crafts, goodies and 
information about our church and school as well as a 
link to an online Christmas Bible story with Christ-
mas song.  Thanks to all our volunteers! 

 

Since the children have 
flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their           
humanity so that by his 
death he might break 
the power of him who 
holds the power of 
death—that is, the  
devil—15 and free those 
who all their lives were 
held in slavery by their 
fear of death.  

Hebrews 2:14–15  

Ministry Update/Building Connections 

All newly elected and returning elected and appointed 
leaders will be installed at all services January 2-3rd. 

Our Quarterly Voters’  Meeting will be held Tuesday,     
January 26th at 7:00 pm.  A ministry and financial update 
will be provided. We will vote on bylaw changes already  
discussed at our October meeting.  These allow us to make 
bylaw changes at any Voters’ Assembly meeting,  not just 
quarterly ones.  We will consider proposals to make some 
wording changes to the constitution.  The Coordinating 
Council will also consider a new structure and bylaws for 
our congregation at its December meeting.  If approved, our 
voters will consider these proposals for discussion only at 
our January 26th meeting.  The goal is to adopt a structure 
which involves more of our members in ministry. The key to 
this new structure is six boards which develop yearly actions 
plans and help coordinate key areas of ministry with        
coordinators and ministry teams serving together to imple-
ment their action plan.  These include: Adult Nurture, Family 
Nurture, School, Outreach,  Support, and Worship.  Actions 
plans will be shared with all members at Open Forums for 
input and involvement.   

Our Coordinating Council at its December meeting will also 
consider a proposal from our Pastoral Review Committee to 
call a third full time pastor to work with youth and young 
families.  If approved, this proposal would then go to the 
Voters for consideration. We encourage all voting members 
to attend this  important meeting! 

Open Forum - Two more Open Forums will be held January 
9th at 6:00 pm and January 10th at 11:30 am to share  pro-
posals concerning our new proposed structure and bylaws 
and recommendation to call a third full time pastor with all 
interested members.  A paper will also be available for you 
to take with you which spells out complementary Biblical 
callings of men and women in the service of the church, or 
contact Pastor Hein and he will email you a copy. 

Ministry Plan Update  - We encourage all members of Good 
Shepherd to return their first fruits to the Lord as a joyful 
act of worship and an expression of gratitude to God for his 
priceless blessings.  Consider offering a special year end 
Christmas gift in thankfulness for the blessings the          
Christ-child brings to your life.  Prayerfully consider your 
generous response to the blessings and opportunities Christ 
sets before you.   “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with 
the first fruits of all your crops!”  Proverbs 3:9 

Online Giving - If you would like to offer your gifts to the 
Lord’s work online, sign up under “offering” at our website 
www.goodshepherdwels.org with a secure sign in and    
password.  All the designations in your envelope packet are 



also available online.  You can offer a one time gift or set 
up weekly amounts.   

2021 Offering envelopes are now available in the         
narthex.  Since your envelope number may change, please 
don’t use new envelopes in 2020 or old offering envelopes 
in 2021.  

IRA Direct Giving – If you are over 70 ½ you can direct IRA 
distributions to our church and not be taxed for the      
proceeds.  It’s a win/win situation.  For more details on 
this tax wise way of giving, pick up a sheet on this topic in 
the narthex. 

Building “People” Connections Update – We are grateful 

that 207 families/individuals have promised $791,471   

towards our Building People Connections campaign to  

reduce or eliminate our $1.2 million expansion mortgage.  

$354,582 has already been received.  Please keep up with 

your pledged amounts.  Building Connections envelopes 

are available in your envelope packet or in the narthex.  

Special gifts in memory of a loved one or in honor of a  

special blessing are welcome.  Consider remembering the 

ministry of Good Shepherd in your estate plans as well. 

Special Gifts 

200 in memory of Art Schmid from Debra Schmid for 

Christmas for Kids 

$300 in memory of Ralph Kohlwey from the Kohlwey 

Family for the General Fund 

Whiteboard for Little Lambs in memory of Sandy Pucher 

from her family 

Outdoor nativity scene with newly constructed stable in 

memory of Helen Yenter from her family 

$10 in honor of Rose Bolander-Hayden from Finley 

Bolander-Hayden for the General Fund 

$200 in honor of Albert & Carol Fisher from Dennis & 

Laurel Homuth for the General Fund 

Joyce Gatzke Memorials from family and friends 

$125 for Kid’s Programs 

$725 for two white boards for Little Lambs 

$15 for Organ Fund 

$20 for General Fund 

$115 for Building Connections  

 

Good Shepherd Evangelical  

Lutheran Church & School 

777 Indiana Avenue, West Bend, WI  53095 

Phone: 262-334-7881 

www.goodshepherdwels.org 

Facebook: Good Shepherd Lutheran—West Bend, WI 

 

My sheep listen 

to my voice,  

I know them, 

They follow me. 

I give them eter-

nal life and they 

shall never per-

ish.   

No one can 

snatch them out 

of my hand. 

Our Congregational Purpose  

Compelled by the love of our Good Shepherd, we 

gather together around God’s Word to  

WORSHIP our Lord with joy,  

GROW spiritually,  

SERVE God and others in love,  

SHARE the good news of Jesus. 


