
WORD	OF	GOD	CURRICULUM	GUIDE	FOR	GOOD	SHEPHERD	LUTHERAN	SCHOOL	

Philosophy	

We	believe	in	the	one	true	triune	God:	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.	God	has	revealed	Himself	and	His	
love	for	us	in	His	errorless	Word,	the	Bible.	God	created	all	things;	He	created	man	and	woman	as	the	
crown	of	his	creation.	Mankind’s	fall	into	sin	has	corrupted	the	entire	human	race,	making	all	people	
deserve	damnation.	God,	through	his	grace,	love	and	mercy	sent	his	Son	Jesus	to	live	a	righteous	life	for	
us	and	die	as	payment	for	every	person’s	sins.	Everyone	who	through	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
believes	that	Jesus	is	his	Savior	receives	forgiveness	of	sins,	life	and	salvation.	As	redeemed	children	of	
God	we	show	love	to	Him	by	obeying	His	Ten	Commandments	and	sharing	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	with	
others.				

Purpose	

Our	religion	curriculum	teaches	students	about	their	sin	and	Savior.	Through	the	study	of	the	Bible,	
students	understand	sin	and	its	consequence	of	eternal	death	in	hell.	Understanding	their	need	for	a	
Savior,	students	know	that	Jesus	lived	a	perfect	life	and	made	atonement	for	their	sins	through	his	
suffering,	death	and	resurrection.	Heaven	is	theirs	and	the	redemptive	work	of	Jesus	transforms	their	
behaviors	and	relationships	with	others	now	and	into	adulthood.		

Premises	for	Word	of	God	Curriculum	

We	teach	Word	of	God	based	on	a	number	of	premises	that	guide	and	control	the	entire	curriculum.	
These	premises	are	revealed	to	us	by	God	in	his	Word.	We	accept	them	as	essential	to	Christian	nurture	
only	because	God	the	Holy	Spirit	has	led	us	to	this	conviction	by	working	faith	in	our	hearts.	

These	premises	are	as	follows:	

1. God’s	Word	is	truth.		
§ God’s	Word	is	verbally	inspired,	inerrant,	and	infallible.		

2. God’s	Word	is	christocentric.		
§ The	chief	purpose	of	the	Bible	is	to	reveal	God’s	saving	plan,	which	centers	on	

Christ.		
3. The	two	main	teachings	of	God’s	Word	are	law	and	gospel.	

§ The	law	teaches	us	God’s	holy	will,	that	is,	what	He	requires	all	people	to	do	and	
not	to	do.	Because	all	are	sinful	by	nature	and	sin	daily,	the	law	also	teaches	us	
that	we	are	all	sinners	who	deserve	God’s	punishment	of	death	and	eternal	
damnation.	

§ The	gospel	teaches	us	the	good	news	of	God’s	grace	and	mercy.	It	proclaims	
that	God	in	love	sent	Jesus	to	take	away	the	sins	of	all	people	and	that	everyone	
who	believes	in	Jesus	has	eternal	life	and	salvation	

4. God’s	Word	is		
§ the	means	by	which	God	brought	us	to	faith		
§ the	continuing	motivation	for	living	a	life	of	faith-born	love	to	God’s	

glory		



§ the	means	God	has	given	us	to	bring	unbelievers	to	saving	faith		
§ the	means	by	which	we	continually	nurture	one	another	to	grow	in	

saving	faith	and	to	live	a	sanctified	life		
 

Objectives	

These	premises	make	it	evident	that	a	curriculum	which	is	designed	to	carry	out	God-pleasing	Christian	
nurture	will	be	based	on	God’s	Word	and	will	aim	at	carrying	out	the	purposes	for	which	God	gave	us	his	
Word.		

The	general	objectives	of	Christian	nurture,	therefore,	are:	

• that	by	learning	the	law,	Christians	realize	ever	more	fully	their	sinfulness	and	utter	helplessness	
to	save	themselves.		

• that	by	learning	the	gospel,	Christians	grow	in	their	knowledge	of	God	the	Father	as	their	loving	
Creator	and	Preserver,	God	the	Son	and	their	gracious	Redeemer,	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit	as	
their	enlightening	Sanctifier.	

• that	by	learning	the	gospel,	Christians	keep	growing	in	faith,	ever	more	firmly	embracing	Christ	
as	their	only	hope	of	salvation	and	accepting	with	childlike	trust	everything	in	the	Bible	as	God’s	
inspired	and	inerrant	truth.		

• that	by	learning	the	gospel	as	motivation	and	the	law	as	a	guide,	Christians	continue	to	grow	in	
living	lives	of	thanksgiving	to	God	for	his	undeserved	grace		

• that	by	being	trained	in	the	proper	use	of	law	and	gospel,	Christians	are	enabled	to	use	the	gifts	
God	has	given	them	to	share	the	saving	faith	with	others	and	to	nurture	fellow	Christians	in	this	
faith.	

• that	by	continual	personal	and	group	Bible	study,	Christians	grow	daily	in	faith	and	in	leading	a	
Christian	life.	
	

Assessment	

Students	in	Grades	K-8	shall	be	assessed	in	the	following	ways:		

• Formative	assessments	such	as	observations,	reflections,	journals,	written	quizzes,	oral	
quizzes	and	exit	cards.	

• Summative	assessments	such	as	projects,	memory	work	and	written	tests.	
	

Exit	Goals	for	Graduation	

Through	our	Word	of	God	Curriculum,	our	students	will...		

1. Learn	the	teaching	of	the	law	and	realize	their	sinfulness	and	utter	helplessness	to	save	
themselves.	



2. Learn	the	teaching	of	the	gospel,	and	grow	in	their	knowledge	of	God	the	Father	as	their	
creator,	God	the	Son	as	their	Redeemer	and	Savior,	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit	as	their	Sanctifier.	

3. Grow	in	their	faith	and	ever	more	firmly	embrace	Christ	as	their	only	hope	of	salvation.		
4. By	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit	believe	everything	in	the	Bible	as	God's	inspired,	inerrant	truth.	
5. Use	the	gospel	message	as	motivation	for	living	lives	of	thanksgiving	to	God	for	his	undeserved	

grace.	
6. Use	the	law	as	a	mirror,	curb	and	guide	to	live	lives	of	thanksgiving	to	God	for	his	undeserved	

grace.	
7. Be	trained	in	the	proper	uses	of	law	and	gospel	so	they	can	use	their	God-given	gifts	to	share	the	

saving	faith	with	others,	and	to	nurture	fellow	believers.	
8. Recognize	that	they	are	saved	simply	through	the	saving	work	of	Christ	alone	and	are	brought	to	

faith	by	the	Holy	Spirit	through	the	means	of	grace;	the	gospel	in	Word	and	Sacrament.	
9. Live	lives	of	service	to	God,	not	to	be	saved,	but	as	a	way	to	show	thanks	to	God	for	his	ultimate	

sacrifice	and	saving	grace.	
10. By	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	develop	Christ-centered	attitudes	that	reflect	the	love	of	Jesus	

such	as:		
• Appreciating	Jesus'	love	and	forgiveness.	
• Trusting	that	Jesus	is	continually	watching	over	us	and	protecting	us.		
• Desiring	to	reach	out	to	others	to	share	the	good	news	of	the	gospel.		
• Be	grateful	for	the	gift	of	salvation	through	Jesus	Christ.		
• Desiring	to	show	love	for	others.		
• Forgiving	others	when	they	sin.	
• Being	thankful	for	all	of	God's	blessings.		
• Desiring	to	hear	the	important	message	of	God's	Word.		
• Repenting	of	sins,	and	trusting	in	God's	forgiveness.		
• Desiring	to	show	love	for	God	by	serving	him.		

	
Performance	Objectives-	Kindergarten,	Grades	1	and	2	

	

	

By	the	end	of	Kindergarten,	Grades	1	and	2,	students	will:	

• Know	that	the	Bible	is	God’s	Word.		
• Know	that	God	created	all	things	and	made	mankind	the	crown	of	His	creation.			
• Understand	that	sin	came	into	the	world	through	Adam	and	Eve.			
• Understand	that	sin	is	any	thought,	word	or	action	contrary	to	God’s	will.		
• Realize	they	are	sinful	from	birth.		
• Know	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	through	Him	forgiveness	and	heaven	is	theirs.			
• Know	that	heaven	and	hell	are	real	places.		
• Realize	that	faith	is	a	gift	from	God.		
• Understand	God	as	their	Creator,	Savior	and	Lord.		
• Understand	that	pleasing	words	and	actions	are	a	loving	response	for	all	that	God	has	done	for	

them.			

Spiritual	Truths	



• Learn	that	in	the	Old	Testament,	God	tells	us	about	the	creation	of	the	world,	fall	into	sin,	
promise	of	a	Savior	during	the	lives	and	times	of	people	who	lived	before	Jesus.			

• To	learn	that	in	the	New	Testament,	God	tells	us	about	the	birth,	perfect	life,	death,	resurrection	
and	ascension	of	Jesus	during	the	lives	and	times	of	Jesus’	ministry	and	the	early	Church.			

• Commit	to	memory	Bible	verses,	Christian	hymns	and	songs	of	praise.	
.   

	

	

	

By	the	end	of	Kindergarten,	Grades	1	and	2,	students	will:	

• Feel	sorry	for	their	sins.		
• Treasure	Jesus	as	their	Savior.	
• Value	themselves	as	children	of	God	who	are	loved	and	forgiven.			
• In	view	of	God’s	mercy,	be	kind,	patient	and	forgiving.		
• Put	trust	in	God	to	provide	for	all	their	needs.		
• Recognize	material	blessings	as	gifts	from	God	for	which	they	shall	be	thankful	and	share	with	

others.	
• Enjoy	prayer	as	a	means	of	talking	to	God.			
• Respond	to	God’s	love	through	joyful	singing	of	spiritual	songs.	
• Desire	to	grow	in	faith	and	love	though	studying	God’s	Word	and	attending	church	regularly.		

	

	

	

By	the	end	of	Kindergarten,	Grades	1	and	2,	students	will:	

• Grow	in	God’s	Word	through	daily	devotions	and	Bible	lessons.		
• Forgive	others	as	Christ	has	forgiven	them.		
• Pray	regularly.		
• Respond	to	God’s	goodness	through	songs	of	praise.		
• Grow	in	their	faith	by	regular	church	attendance	with	their	family.	
• Honor	God	by	obeying	parents	and	others	in	authority.	
• Respond	to	God’s	love	by	sharing,	working	with	and	helping	others.		
• Tell	others	about	Jesus.	

	

Performance	Objectives-	Grades	3	and	4	

	

	

Spiritual	Attitudes	

Spiritual	Habits	

Spiritual	Truths	



By	the	end	of	Grades	3	and	4,	students	will:	

• Know	the	Bible	as	God’s	inspired	word	without	error.		
• Know	that	God	created	the	world	in	six,	normal,	natural,	consecutive	days.	
• Understand	that	sin	came	into	the	world	through	Adam	and	Eve.	
• Understand	that	sin	is	thoughts,	words	and	actions	contrary	to	God’s	will.	
• Understand	that	humans	are	sinful	from	birth	and	need	a	Savior.	
• Know	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	promised	Messiah	who	paid	for	their	sins	and	secured	

forgiveness	and	heaven	for	them.			
• Know	that	faith	is	a	gift	from	God	given	to	us	by	the	Holy	Spirit	working	through	the	Gospel	

message	found	in	the	Bible	and	Baptism.			
• Know	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	promised	Messiah	and	through	Him	forgiveness	and	

heaven	is	theirs.			
• Know	that	heaven	and	hell	are	real	places.		
• Understand	God	as	their	Creator,	Preserver,	Savior	and	Lord.		
• Understand	prayer	as	an	act	of	worship	and	means	of	communication	with	God.				
• Learn	that	in	the	Old	Testament,	God	tells	us	about	many	people	who	lived	before	Jesus	came	

and	looked	forward	to	the	promised	Savior.	
• To	learn	that	in	the	New	Testament,	God	tells	us	many	things	about	Jesus	and	the	Christians	

who	also	lived	at	that	time	
• Know	the	two	main	teachings	of	the	Bible----Law	and	Gospel.		
• Commit	to	memory	Bible	verses,	Christian	hymns	and	songs	of	praise.			
• Know	the	Great	Commission	and	look	to	share	the	good	news	of	Jesus	with	everyone	they	

meet.	 	
	

	

By	the	end	of	Grades	3	and	4,	students	will:	

• Have	a	contrite	heart	in	view	of	their	sinfulness.			
• Treasure	Jesus	as	their	Savior.	
• Value	themselves	as	redeemed	and	forgiven	children	of	God.				
• In	view	of	God’s	mercy,	be	kind,	patient	and	forgiving.	
• Put	trust	in	God	to	provide	for	all	their	needs.		
• Recognize	material	blessings	as	gifts	from	God	for	which	they	can	be	thankful	and	share	with	

others.	
• Value	prayer	as	a	means	of	communication	with	God.			
• Respond	to	God’s	love	through	joyful	singing	of	spiritual	songs.	
• Desire	to	grow	in	faith	and	love	though	studying	God’s	Word	and	attending	church	regularly.		
• Desire	to	glorify	God	in	all	thoughts,	words	and	actions.			

	

	

	
Spiritual	Habits	

Spiritual	Attitudes	



By	the	end	of	Grades	3	and	4,	students	will:	

• Grow	in	God’s	Word	through	daily	devotions	and	Bible	lessons.	
• Confess	sins	to	God	and	to	others.		
• Freely	forgive	others	as	Christ	forgives	them.	
• Read	the	Bible	by	oneself	and	with	others.			
• Honor	God	by	honoring	parents,	teachers	and	other	children.	
• Pray	regularly.				
• Look	to	share	their	faith	with	others.	
• Respond	to	God’s	goodness	through	songs	of	praise.		
• Grow	in	their	faith	by	regular	church	attendance	with	their	family.	
• Honor	God	by	doing	their	best	on	whatever	task	is	put	before	them.		

	

Performance	Objectives-	Grades	5	and	6	

	

	

By the end of Grades 5 and 6, students will: 
• Know that the Bible is God’s Word without error as verbally inspired by God. 
• Realize that sins are thoughts, words and actions contrary to God’s will. 
• Know that original sin has been passed on to humankind through Adam and Eve and that all 

people are born sinful and need a Savior.  
• Know that Jesus is the Son of God and promised Messiah who was born, suffered, died, rose from 

the dead, ascended to heaven, and will return on the last day. 
• Know that God, by His almighty power, created the universe in six, normal, natural, consecutive 

days and continues to use His almighty power to preserve and protect mankind and creation.  
• Know that God created mankind with a soul as the crown of His creation.  
• Realize that the Holy Spirit uses the means of grace to create faith and sanctify believers to live 

God-pleasing lives.  
• Understand that the law reveals sinfulness and God’s condemnation, while the gospel assures 

forgiveness through Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Know	that	prayer	is	talking	with	God	and	can	be	used	to	praise	and	thank	Him,	confess	
sinfulness	and	petition	for	bodily	and	spiritually	needs.		

• Understand	that	public	worship	is	an	opportunity	to	be	strengthened	in	Word	and	Sacrament	in	
the	midst	of	fellow	believers.		

Spiritual	Attitudes	

Spiritual	Truths	



• Understand	that	believers	can	serve	God	with	their	time,	talents	and	treasures	in	a	variety	of	
ways.		

• Through	the	study	of	Old	Testament	Bible	accounts,	see	God’s	grace	at	work	in	the	lives	of	His	
people.		

• Through	the	study	of	New	Testament	Bible	accounts,	see	God’s	plan	of	salvation	fulfilled	in	Jesus	
and	spread	to	others.	

• Know	the	two	main	teachings	of	the	Bible----Law	and	Gospel.		
• Through	the	study	of	Luther’s	catechism,	understand	its	six	chief	parts:	The	Ten	

Commandments,	Apostle's	Creed,	Lord's	Prayer,	Baptism,	Lord’s	Supper,	Confession	and	
Absolution.			

• Commit	to	memory	Bible	verses,	Christian	hymns	and	songs	of	praise.	
• Know	that	God	wants	us	to	share	Jesus	with	others.	

	

	

By the end of Grades 5 and 6, students will: 
• Have	a	contrite	heart	in	view	of	their	sinfulness.			
• Treasure	Jesus	as	their	Savior.	
• Value	themselves	as	redeemed	and	forgiven	children	of	God.				
• In	view	of	God’s	mercy,	be	kind,	patient	and	forgiving.	
• Put	trust	in	God	to	provide	for	all	their	needs.		
• Recognize	material	blessings	as	gifts	from	God	for	which	they	can	be	thankful	and	share	with	

others.	
• Value	prayer	as	a	means	of	communication	with	God.			
• Respond	to	God’s	love	through	joyful	singing	of	spiritual	songs.	
• Desire	to	grow	in	faith	and	love	though	studying	God’s	Word	and	attending	church	regularly.		
• Desire	to	glorify	God	in	all	thoughts,	words	and	actions.			

	

	
 

By	the	end	of	Grades	5	and	6,	students	will:	

• Grow	in	God’s	Word	through	daily	devotions	and	Bible	lessons.	
• Confess	sins	to	God	and	to	others.		
• Freely	forgive	others	as	Christ	forgives	them.	
• Read	the	Bible	by	oneself	and	with	others.			
• Honor	God	by	honoring	parents,	teachers	and	other	children.	
• Pray	regularly.				
• Look	to	share	their	faith	with	others.	
• Respond	to	God’s	goodness	through	songs	of	praise.		
• Grow	in	their	faith	by	regular	church	attendance	with	their	family.	
• Honor	God	by	doing	their	best	on	whatever	task	is	put	before	them.		

	

Spiritual	Attitudes	

Spiritual	Habits	



Performance	Objectives-	Grades	7	and	8	

	

	

By	the	end	of	Grades	7	and	8,	students	will:	
• Know	that	the	Bible	is	God’s	Word	which	is	errorless	and	verbally	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit.			
• Know	the	two	main	teachings	of	the	Bible	and	what	they	mean	for	their	daily	lives---Law	and	

Gospel.		
• Understand	that	the	chief	purpose	of	the	Bible	is	to	lead	all	people	to	know	and	believe	in	Jesus	

as	their	Savior	from	sin.		
• Know	the	true	God	is	three	in	one,	that	is	triune---Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.		
• Know	that	God	the	Father,	by	His	almighty	power,	created	the	universe	in	six,	normal,	natural,	

consecutive	days	and	continues	to	use	His	almighty	power	to	preserve	and	protect	mankind	and	
creation.		

• Know	that	God	created	mankind	with	a	soul	as	the	crown	of	His	creation.		
• Know	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	and	promised	Messiah	who	was	born,	suffered,	died,	rose	

from	the	dead,	ascended	to	heaven,	and	will	return	on	the	last	day.	
• Realize	that	the	Holy	Spirit	uses	the	means	of	grace	to	create	faith	and	sanctify	believers	to	live	

God-pleasing	lives.		
• Understand	the	difference	between	sins	of	commission	and	omission.	
• Understand	what	original	sin	is	and	its	impact	on	humankind.		
• Know	that	prayer	is	talking	with	God	and	can	be	used	to	praise	and	thank	Him,	confess	

sinfulness	and	petition	for	bodily	and	spiritual	needs.		
• Understand	that	public	worship	is	an	opportunity	to	be	strengthened	in	Word	and	Sacrament	

amongst	the	blessing	of	fellow	believers.		
• Understand	that	believers	can	serve	God	with	their	time,	talents	and	treasures	in	a	variety	of	

ways	within	their	homes,	churches	and	community.	
• Through	the	study	of	Old	Testament	Bible	accounts,	see	God’s	grace	at	work	in	the	lives	of	His	

people.		
• Through	the	study	of	New	Testament	Bible	accounts,	see	God’s	plan	of	salvation	fulfilled	in	Jesus	

and	spread	to	others.	
• Through	the	study	of	Luther’s	catechism,	understand	its	six	chief	parts:	The	Ten	

Commandments,	Apostle's	Creed,	Lord's	Prayer,	Baptism,	Lord’s	Supper,	Confession	and	
Absolution.			

• Commit	to	memory	Bible	verses,	Christian	hymns	and	songs	of	praise.	
• Understand	the	difference	between	orthodox	and	heterodox	Christian	churches.	
• Understand	the	difference	between	Christianity	and	other	world	religions.	
• Understand	God’s	Great	Commission	to	share	Jesus	with	others.	

	
	

	

Spiritual	Truths	

Spiritual	Attitudes	



By the end of Grades 7 and 8, students will: 
• Have	a	contrite	heart	in	view	of	their	sinfulness.			
• Treasure	Jesus	as	their	Savior.	
• Value	themselves	as	redeemed	and	forgiven	children	of	God.				
• In	view	of	God’s	mercy,	be	kind,	patient	and	forgiving.	
• Put	trust	in	God	to	provide	for	all	their	needs.		
• Recognize	material	blessings	as	gifts	from	God	for	which	they	can	be	thankful	and	share	with	

others.	
• Value	prayer	as	an	act	of	worship	and	means	of	communication	with	God.			
• Respond	to	God’s	love	through	joyful	singing	of	spiritual	songs.	
• Desire	to	grow	in	faith	and	love	though	studying	God’s	Word	and	attending	church	regularly.		
• Desire	to	glorify	God	in	all	thoughts,	words	and	actions.			

	

	
 
By	the	end	of	Grades	7	and	8,	students	will:	

• Grow	in	God’s	Word	through	daily	devotions	and	Bible	lessons.	
• Confess	sins	to	God	and	to	others.		
• Freely	forgive	others	as	Christ	forgives	them.	
• Read	the	Bible	by	oneself	and	with	others.			
• Apply	God’s	Word	to	their	daily	lives.		
• Honor	God	by	honoring	parents,	teachers	and	peers.		
• Pray	regularly.				
• Look	to	share	their	faith	with	others.	
• Respond	to	God’s	goodness	through	songs	of	praise.		
• Grow	in	their	faith	by	regular	church	attendance	with	their	family.	
• Regularly	partake	of	the	Lord’s	Supper	following	their	confirmation.		
• Honor	God	by	doing	their	best	on	whatever	task	is	put	before	them.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

Spiritual	Habits	



Scope and Sequence 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



	

 

 



 

 

 



 

Topical Studies – Grades 7-8 
Christ Light Topical– What Do I Say Lord …. 

Christ Light Topical – God’s Gift of Sex 

Christ Light  Topical – Who Am I? 

Christ Light Topical – God’s Answers To My Questions 

Christ Light Topical – On a Mission 

Christ Light Topical – Chosen by God 

Christ Light Topical – How Can I Make God-pleasing Decisions 

Christ Light Topical –World Religions 



Catechism Instruction is conduct by the pastors of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church. Each pastor is responsible for the materials used 
with Luther’s Small Catechism as a main resource. Each pastor has developed  his own 
materials for his class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	


